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Formoal

Have at least three () paragraphs

ntroduction

Middle paragraphs (at least one paragraph

Lonclusion




Begin by talking about yourself as it relates to your career path

Why do you want to be who you have chosen to become!

Answer this with when your inferest in the field was sparked. |

f this program was bestowed upon you and not chosen by you, | would be honest about i

But | will talk about the moment | researched it and found my place in the program

Maybe you researched and found that it's not as bad as you thought, and you grew love for it and now you have
made plans for i




My curiosity did not start in my adulthood. In fact, for as
long as | can remember, my curiosity has driven me into
finding interest in a lot of fields, but a career choice that
always came back to mind through all the possible
choices was a career in technology. You see, for as long
as | can remember, | have always been interested in
technology. | may not have had access to technology in
the way that | do now, but my family can testify that
their electronic devices suffered in my hands and
reached their lifespans earlier than they should’ve
because of my curiosity. To reach my goal of becoming a
technologist, | embarked on a journey to attain my
bachelor’s degree in computer science in the Fall
semester in 2020 at the University of Ghana. My future
is very promising, and | am excited about it, and with the
opportunity that your scholarship will provide, | can
achieve this longest standing dream of mine.



dample Template

e Ihis is a qood rough draft not a final draft

* |t has the right direction and some of the right elements, but it very raw
and doesn': really push the emational appeal point

o fter writing this, | would edit, edit, and edit it again

o | will most definitely not turn this in {it's a very ROUGH dratt, but a qood
start)

o |t will help you to get a direction



Pamg,mpm

[alk about how you have been involved in this area

| have a nonprofit where | teach students computing

| couldn't intern every summer, but | wanted to give back
| have built projects

Activities and clubs you are involved in

What impact you have made

Jou can spend a couple o paragraphs on this part



Conchd

won

Find a way to connect the program to you and your program as well as the things
you do

| would make a connection between my non-profit and their mission

reiterate how the scholarship can help you to attain your dreams

reiterate what the scholarship will enable you to do

reiterate how the scholarship will help you to achieve




 MowTo Start
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The Prompt

* Jo write a good essay, you need to Read and re-read

e {nderstanding the prompt is the maost important part
of the essay

* [f you miss the prompt, your essay will miss the

mark no matter how qreat it is
e Contact the organization for clarification

° Never dSSUME, NEVEr qUESS




How will you leverage your education to create a better lite for yourselr

« Why should we pay for your education’
e Is your education worth paying for/

a‘OOAe Q « [s there a spot in the job market for your education’

e What are some of the plans you have!

« Do you even plan on using your degree at all

Think about your education

hink about what you want to do after school as it relates to the prompt




Don 't Know?

* [hese questions will help you to qet a direction for your essay

o
o
o
o
o

nat is your major, program/area of study
ny you chose your program / if you chose it
nat will you do with your degree

nat career path you have chosen

nat action if any have you made towards your Tuture



ts not just about getting the scholarship, its about finding
what you want to o

Do you want to finish school and stay home without a job!

Look at job opportunities for your tield online, or find a field

that has opportunities

e Jou must do the work




o What is the scholarship provider looking for? This will help you to

U ' A,'_ . et 3 direction for your essay;
* Ve are looking for a front row seat” in your thoughts
ww we/ Ar@ et us know why we should pay your fees
LOOW For Let us know your plans and how it ties into your studies
o Let us know your dreams and aspirations

What will your education enable you to do/to become




The worst thing you can do is to NOT plan your essay

Having a rough draft of your essay is important

[dentity what you want to work on in each paragraph (this
s helptul for when you are having a hard time focusing




lell your story the best way you know how!

four story is your power

Leb» Ged
Perdyonal

B¢ vulnerable

Never lie to sell a story

lelling your story and making the essay personal gives the reader a way into your

thoughts and it makes it easier to empathize/sympathize with the writer




Be ear in Your Explanation

When asked about your Do not give one-line Be thorough in your answer bive detail
ramily's situation, be clear answers






Keep It dimple dally (KIS

Avoid using unnecessary big words

Biq words do not matter i your qrammar is bad

Basic words are great




It doesn't have to be over the top, flamboyant, huge, dramatic but if that is your story,
then perfect (no pressure)

Be honest, don't cheat, don't copy online

Avoid common topics, be origina

Overcoming
eH

Jour challenge shouldn't end with, " | am still trying to solve it”
(rample essay proompt)

Jou don't need a dramatic ending, but you do need an ending nonetheless

Have a problem/challenge, have an action, have a result




What O a
challenge?

e |t doesn't have to be school related

* |t doesnt have to be life related
* Il can Tace challenges in every aspect of our lives

o lWhat is one challenge that had you shaken/

o What is one challenge that you thought you wouldn't make it through

e Be interesting

/
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STAR Interview Method

Situation Task Result

Introduce the = Describe the Describe the
situation to task. What result in terms
set the scene needed to be of benefits
and provide done and realized.
context. why?

The STAR Method is a tool for answering tough behavioral interview
questions.



Avoid profanty

Avaid text/social media shorthand
Be professiona
el yourselt, pull out the brag sheet, but be humble

support your points with clear explanation

o | was struggling in school’ - What was the cause of that? Why was that happening/
REMEBMBER: Everybody has a (sad) story to tell. SfAND OUI




* Be positive in your story teling

* Mtay away from boring stories / topics {for your challenge essay)

o | made a 9/ instead of 100 on an exam and | was sad

* Be interesting
* Show emations emational appeal)
* Have a qood format and plan (make it make sense)

* Jou can re-use essays so dratt it well







DWM Sef of Lenbdes

Pass it on to someone
who is great in the

nglish language to edit i

I you have someone to
help you edit your essay,
take advantage of that

Finish your essay in Let it sit for some time

advance and tdit it

Read it again and make [l Run your essay through ¢ An essay review s a
sure the edits are qreat [l grammar software online MUST




Word Count and Formalt g

otick to the word count or Do not us big font to Use the right margin Pick a traditional font (no
qo above it, never below deceive (we verify word fancy fonts|
count)



Move on
Formalt wbg

* When in doubt
o 1/t font size

* limes New roman or Arial font
o Page Margin should be Tin

e (enter your title
e Bold or Underline, don't do both

* Indent new paragraphs



\
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r o 73 daving Jour By

o ave your essay as rirsthame_LastName_Essay {you can add numbers

to the end to differentiate essays)

o Aways save your essay in a PDF format to avoid issues



Tooly To wre

o Microsoft Word (helpful for spelling/grammar checks

* Google Docs falso helpful for spelling/qrammer checks)

* Grammarly, brammarlookup, SentenceCheckup, ProWritingAid, efc




[j] » Libraries » Documents » v|4,” Search Documents
)
lze ¥ ew folder == ¥
Say ouk e :
| Microsoft Word [— Documents Ilbrary Bame i Fakies
Includes: 2 locations
0 A X Favorites = Name ’ Date modified Type
Bl Desktop
., Custom Office Templates 11/12/2012 218 PM  File folder
& Downloads :
= (&) My Shapes 11/9/201211:28 PM  File folder
. . OneNote Notebooks 11/9/201211:26 PM  File folder
“ Librari .. Outlook Files 11/9/201211:32 PM  File folder
»a Libraries
' ' 5| Documents
o (lick on Save as -> Put in the name that you B . |
usic -
want to qive the document -> lick on save Fil name: Doct
Save as type: | Word Document
as type and select PDr uthors Word Document
Word Macro-Enabled Document
Word 97-2003 Document
Word Template
Word Macro-Enabled Template
Word 97-2003 Template
< Hide Folders
XPS Document

e Single File Web Page
Web Page

Web Page, Filtered

Rich Text Format

Plain Text

Word XML Document
Word 2003 XML Document
Strict Open XML Document
OpenDocument Text




REACH US



[ your question doesn't get answered, or i a question comes up after
this session, email us or reach us on social media

EMALL - contact@dhscholarshiporg

racebook - dreamhivescholarship

Instagram - dreamnivescholarship

[witter - dreamhivegn



mailto:contact@d2dscholarship.org




